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League members from across the state will gather in 

Chattanooga April 28-29 at the Doubletree in downtown 

Chattanooga.  Speakers will address current legislative 

issues, climate change, and tools to use in civic 

engagement.   

As hosts for our city, and our status as a reactivated 

league, all members are urged to attend.  League 

members have been busy lining up local goodies to 

present to league members from across the state, figuring 

out logistics, and looking forward to reporting on our 

successful candidate forum. 

The meeting will open on April 28 at 1 p.m.; April 29 at 

Noon. 

Topics include:  

A MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENTS

Sharon Alexander and Lisa Bilbrey 

Hyder, Co-Presidents 

What a busy and exciting time it has been for the 

League of Women Voters of Chattanooga! Since the 

new year we have elected Board members and 

directors, celebrated the League's 98th birthday, 

presented our first Civic Engagement Award to April 

Goebeler, planned and executed our first Candidate 

Forum with the National Coalition of 100 Black 

Women, Chattanooga Chapter, Inc., held several voter 

registration events and starting preparing to host the 

League’s statewide Spring Council April 28-29. Sharon 

participated in the Civic Side Hustle, pitching our 

League to other civic-minded women, and Lisa spoke 

to the Northside Neighborhood House on the 

importance of voting.  

We continue to explore projects and partners to 

increase voter engagement and our goal is to grow our 

membership to 100 so that we will have the power to 

make an impact on Chattanooga and Tennessee.  If 

there are women or men you know who are interested 

in civic engagement or want to help defend democracy, 

please encourage them to join and bring them with you 

to our May 20 meeting. 

- Sharon & Lisa

SPRING COUNCIL MEETING

State Legislative Update by Stewart Clifton, League 

Lobbyist;           

Open Government Update by Deborah Fisher, 

Executive Director, TGOC; 

Ranked Choice Voting, Linda Phillips, Shelby County 

Election Administration; 

Research on best practices for Getting out the Vote, 

Amanda Wintersieck, UC Foundation Assistant 

Professor of Political Science, UTC; 

Improving Voter Turnout; and 

Local League Experience with Voter Registration.

Register for Spring Council by visiting www.lwvtn.org
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WESTLAKE TO SPEAK ON DISABILITY VOTING ACCESS 

AT LWV CHATTANOOGA MAY 20 MEETING
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The LWV Chattanooga will meet May 20, location TBA.  The speaker will be Carol Westlake, executive director of 

the Tennessee Disability Coalition in Nashville.  Her topic will be disability voting access.  In addition, she is a 

member of the Nashville LWV and serves on the State Legislative Action Committee.  With our emphasis on getting 

out the vote this year, this will be an important component to help understand the needs of those who have special 

drawbacks to casting their ballot. 

MARCH 26, 2018 POLITICAL CANDIDATE FORUM A SUCCESS

The LWV and the NCBW hosted a full house of interested 

voters at a Candidate Forum held on March 26 at the Orchard 

Knob Missionary Baptist Church.  Lively interest in the 

races for Circuit Court Clerk, County Clerk, Registrar, 

County Commission district 1-9, County Mayor and Sheriff 

prepared citizens for making informed decisions on how to 

cast their ballots in the May 1 primary elections.  

Edna Varner served as moderator, selecting questions 

designed to inform voters about candidate's positions on 

important issues.    A follow-up comment from one 

candidate read:  "This was the most professionally done 

forum I have been in.  You should be commended.  Very 

impressive!"  

Following the event, Channel 3 led off the 11 o'clock 

news with a comprehensive segment on the forum. 

 Colline Ferrier, Public Relations Director, LWV 

Chattanooga masterminded a live Facebook feed of 

the event. 

Their experience in running a similar candidate forum 

by the NCBW was an invaluable element in the 

planning and execution.  Committee members 

included Debbie Jones Ellis, committee chair from the 

NCBW; Deb Flag, NCBW president, and Vickie 

Mathis; Sharon Alexander and Lisa Bilbrey Hyder, 

LWV co-presidents, Maria Sabin, Marvene Noel, 

Helen Barrett, LWV. The committee met one week 

after the forum to debrief.   
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VOTE 411 - YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP 

FOR NONPARTISAN ELECTION 

INFORMATION!

VOTE411 is a comprehensive election resource for 

Hamilton County voters who would like to find out 

more about the candidates and their views on the 

issues in advance of the elections. It's also a quick 

way to find out which district you are in. Candidates 

for the May 1 primary are listed, along with their 

answers to questionnaires sent by the Chattanooga 

LWV. Candidates for the August 2 election will be 

added soon. If any candidate is not providing 

information, ask them why not! Visit 

www.VOTE411.org before you go to the polls. 

GET OUT THE VOTE

League members volunteered to contact 

100 area churches about the need to vote in 

the upcoming election and to organize 

transportation to the polls via church vans 

or buses or individual drivers.  The county 

primary is set for May 1; State Legislature 

and federal primaries are Aug. 2; the 

general election will take place Nov. 6. 

OBSERVER CORPS 

OPPORTUNITY

The League of Women Voters has been a 

champion of open government since our 

founding in 1920.  Many Leagues across 

the country have created programs to 

monitor meetings of city and county 

governments and to take positions when 

necessary. 

The LWV Chattanooga is exploring the 

creation of an Observer Corps.  Please 

consider volunteering.  We would be 

strategic, realizing there are many 

meetings and you have busy lives.  If you 

are interested in learning more, contact 

Helen Burns Sharp, observer Corps Chair, 

at untiedlaces@gmail.com by April 15. 

LWV EVENTS
April 28-29  

Statewide Spring Council Meeting 

Doubletree, Chattanooga 

May 20 

LWV Regular Meeting 

August 2  

State/Federal Primary 

November 6  

General Election 
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WANTED: 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Interested in the thrill of attacking 

Mail Chimp?  Eager to work with 

technically challenged editor born 

when a typewriter was manual and the 

abacus was the latest way to add and 

subtract?  Contact Helen Barrett, 

barrett_belfast@epbfi.com 

JOINING THE LEAGUE

There are two ways to join the

League: 

Note that by joining you become a

member of the state and national

League of Women Voters.  

Our Chattanooga chapter is a state

unit at present, and we hope to

become a full-fledged League in the

next year. 

Join online with paypal at

http://www.lwvtn.org/join.html. 

 

Fill out a League membership

envelope at a meeting and bring a

cash or check for $40. 

CONNECT WITH US

@LWVChattanooga

@lwvchattanooga

bit.ly/lwvchattanooga

lwvchatt@gmail.com

@LWVChattanooga

Photo from March 26th Political Candidate Forum


